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; SUFFERING CA 
And COMPLAINT of ſome of the People called 

| Concerning ſore undue Execution of the Late Poll Acts, by Diſtraining the Goods of certain Perſons 

F as Preachers or N'ynifters-for Twenty Shillings Quarterly , who have no Contributions for 


! 


Pi 
; FEED 


Preaching, pF | : 
With ſome Reaſons againſt ſuch Execution. FHumbly Preſented to the Members of Parliament, re- 


queſting Prevention of the like Suffering for the future. 


Spiritual having Or Tecerving 1n Or byany Benefice or Contributio orherways, Sixty Pounds by the Lear or 
upwards , and every Preacher or Teacher in any Congregation whatſoever, not having taken Orders ac- 
cording to the Diſcipline of the Church of England (other then French Proteſtants ) ſhall be C harged and pay 
Twenty Shillings Quarterly, | 
Theſe laſt Words Relating to every Preacher or Teacher, being General and without Limitation. or 
mention made of any Profits or Contribution received by ſuch Preachers, Proportionable to raiſe fie 
Tax upon; Advantage has been taken thence (on aliteral Conſtruction by ſome Commiſſioners and Aſ- 
ſeſſors) to extend the ſame to the great Injury of Divers Perſons as Preachers among the ſai People, 
who have no Profits, Gain or Contribution at all on that Account; Which Sey crity we conceive to 
be both contrary to the juſt Intention of the Parliament, and to the Equity Tenor and Coherance of the 
faid Act in its other Parts. | 


Here follows a few Jnſtances of Sufferings on the ſame Account. 
py” | | WILT SHEFtRE. | 
a. Wilian Goodſbeep, a poor labouring Man, for refufing to pay four Pounds,' being Rated © much as 4 
; .x:\Preacher, ſent above 20 Miles to Goal at Sarum, and there kept cloſe, the Goaler ſaying he could 
2 pive him no Liberty being the Kings Priſoner. But we hear heis ſince diſcharged, after ſeveral weeks 
Impriſonment, _ 

George Archer of Corſham, was Aſſeſſed four Pound as a Preacher : And had taken by the ColleRors, 
' in the 5th Month called July 1693, ten Felts, and ten Caſters and a Box, all to the value of ſix Pounds 
| five Shillings, which was praiſed by perſons Choſen by the Colleftors, at fourty Shillings. 

The 4th day of September following, the ſame Collectors took from the ſaid George Archer. Braſs, Pew- 
ter anc Cloath, to the value of 5 /. 105. which were praiſed at 21.05. 9d. not leaving him a Pot to 
boyle his Victuals in, nora Diſh to Eat in. | 

HUNTING-DONSHIRE. 

1692. Chriſtopher Terry, of [ves Barber-Chirurgeon, Aged above 60 years had taken from him (being 
Aſſeſſed asa Preacher, by the Commiſſioners, Aſſeſſors, and Collefors of the Poll Tax) Goods to the 
value of 41. 15 5. 11 4. leaving him nothing but a Flock Bed tolye on, which they thought not worth 
taking away, nor ſo muchas his wearing Cloths, except thoſe on his Back. 

Richard Taylor had taken from him as being a Preacher, for two Quarterly Aſeſiments 29 Buſrels of 
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9 RE being a Clauſe in tlie Late Poll 4Z,which runs thus, Viz. Every Clergyman not being 4 Lord 
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WILTLES CARMARTFTHANSHEFERE, 

Thomas William poor Carpenter, whoſe Wife and three ſmall Childrens Maintenance wholly Gepen- 
ded upon his Labour (being not of ability to be rated to the Poor of the Pariſh, and fo of right by the 
AF ought to have Yeen exempted) had nevertheleſs taken from him his Horſe, being all the Cattle or 

Beaſts he had, histren Pot, Pot-hookes, his Frying Pan, his Ax, his Whip-Saw, Tiller, great Auger, 
'one Tub, one Pail, one Grindingſtone, Four Bed-Poſts, one Sythe, all valued to two pounds, five Shil- 
lings, for 20 5. demanded without returning any of the ſaid Goods or a Penny overpluls. _ | 

David Thomas a poot labouring manchaving a Wife and five ſmall Children to be Maintained by his 
Labour ) had taken from him his Bed-Cloaths, and alſo had his Head broken by ſome of the Colleftors, 
in { much that the Blood run down to his Shooes, which was not cured ina conſiderable time. His 
poor Wife ſeeing their Violence to her Husband, went and Borrowed 20 «s. to pay them: | 

Alexander Rutherch a poor Tradesman had 17 Yards and a half of Cloth taken from him, valued at 
about one Pound twelve Shillings 3 and ten more of the poor Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Llinainged and 
K:l/iscomb, becauſe Quakers, tho? no Preachers, were Aﬀeſſecd each 21 5. (to wit i «.each for their Heads, 

ahd 20 5.a piece as Freachers ) divers of them being, ſo poor, the Collectors were forced to mate Atl. 


davits to clear themſelves, for that no Diffrefits were to þ2 þ4C. _ 
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1692. Sth. Month, William Atkinfon of Cony/ione, Aſſeſſed 20 5. as a Preacher, (altho he was none ) 
and being made a Colleor for the Diviſion of Cony/one, he Collected all the Seſs Bills, and paid it into 
the Receiver, except only the ſaid 205. ſo unduly Impoſed upon him, notwithſtanding, three of the 
Commillioners ſet a Fine upon him, and his Goods were Diſtrained to the Value of one Pound fourteen 
Shillitigs, and ſold for about 1 /. 5 5. Tho' no Preacher. 

The faid Will. 4rkinſon being again unduly Aﬀeſſed 205. for the 2d. Quarterly Payment, and made 
Collector as before, was Fined Five Pounds for omitting to pay in the ſaid 20 s. Aſſeſſed on him; for 
which he had taken from him two Hezrfers with Calf, worth 5 1. 5 5. and ſold them for abour 47. 13 5s. 4.4. 

22. 24, Month1692, Leonard Fell (for a Preacher ) had taken from him, a Heifer worth 2/7. 5 5. by 
Wl. +Dobſon Collettor,and the 23d. 6th. forth 1692. the ſame Colle&or came to Leo. Fel"s Houſe, and 
took a Kettle worth 16 5. | | | Ew 

20. 2d. Month 1692. Fames Fletcher of Knewſley, for being a Preacher was: Aſſeſſed.qo 5 and Diſtrain- 
ed by Henry Irelandand Gilbert Holm Conſtables, one young Beaſt-valued at-25-4-otwithſtanding he 


offered to pay his 12 4. for his Poll as his Neighbours did. 
| Ditto 21. 1692. Roger Haydock (for being a Preacher) was Aſſeſſed 20 s. and Tho. Taylor and Tho. Clare 


came to the Barn of Koger Haydock and Diſtrained and carried away 24 Meaſures ofOates Value of 11. 10s 
| SOMMERSE ITISHEIRNE 
Elias Osborn, being a Preacher, for two Quarterly Aſſeſſments had a piece of Cloath taken worth 5 /. 
WESTMORLAND. 
1690. Tho, Camm, for being a Preacher, was Aſſeſſed 20s. for one Quarter, had Goods Diſtrained 


for the ſame to more than the Value. 


BERKSHIRE. 
1692. O/ivir Sanſom, for being a Preacher, was Aſſeſſed 20 5. for one Quarter; had Goods taken from 
him of more value alſo. 
DEVONSHIRE. ES 
Robert Ford, on the fame Account, being Aſſeſſed 20 5. Quarterly, had his Goods Diſtrained ſeveral 
times to a greater Value. : 
Tho. Stampro, of Collington for his Wifes ſpeaking a few Words, ſometimes in a Meeting, Aſſeſſed 20 5. 
DURHAM. 
Rov., Wardcl, of Sunderland, on the ſame Account was Aſſeiled 205. for one Quarter, had Iron taken 
from him of more Value. 
GLOCESTERSHIRE. | 
Tho. Hill, on the ſame Account was likewiſe Aſſeſſed 20 s. was Diſtrained on for the ſame. 
Fohn Cookſey for 20s. demanded on the ſame Account,had two Flitches of Bacon, and a pair of Shooes- 
taken. 
Foſeph Canings, for his Wifes being Aſſeſſed 20s. As a Preacher, had taken away two Sides of Bacon, 
Valued 19s. 6d. and gs. in Money. 
Fohn Curtis of Sadbury was diftrained ofa Watch and Allarum Worth 1 /. 10s. as being a Preacher. 
John Decoding of Sadbury aforeſaid, had Diſtrained 11 Yards of Searge worth above the 20 s. Aſſeſſed 
on him asa Preacher. 
Thomas Norris of Thornbury, his Wife Aſſefled 20s. as a Preacher. 
Joim Urewet of Cheltenham upon the ſame Account had taken from him at two times,Goods worth 17 
ound 175. 24. 
4 1 692 John Curtis, at twice had taken by the ColleQors, Goods to the Value of 4. 2 $.0n the ſame Acconnt 
| WORCESTERSHIRE. 
Sarah Reynolds of Stonrbridge being charged asa Preacher had taken from her,ſix ſcore pounds weight 
of old Cheſhire Cheeſe worth 1 0. 10 5. 
W ARWICKSHIRE. | 
Tho. Sheward had Goods taken from him by the Aſſeſſor and ColleQors of the Pole 4, for the Pariſh 
_ of 1pſley being Aſſeſſed as a Preacher or Teacher at 20 s. and could not for Conſcience ſake pay the 
ſame, becauſe he received nothing for ſo doing, to the value of 2 /. 10's. 
Aote, That the Aſſeſſor and Collector, did not give Notice of, nor demand the ſakl Aſſeſſment until 
the Appeal day was over, as was provided in the ſaid Act. Vi 
HAMPSHIRE. - 
Wicholas Gates the Elder, of Alton, was in the Year 1692 Aſſeſſed to the Poll AF, 4 1. for beinga Prea- 
cher,and was Diſtrained on for half the Tax, to the Value, of Goods taken away and ſold 2 /. 15 5. 24. 
Fohe Kilburn of Holybome in the aforeſaid County, was in the ſame year Aſſeſſed to the Poll AE, 1 1. 
as aPreacher, and had his Horſe taken from him worth 4 . for one half yearsTax,and nothing returned. 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 
John Whitehead, for refuſing to pay 20 5. a Quarter Aſſeſſed on him for Preaching, had Goods taken 
from him to the value of 4 /. 
Divers more Inſtances of this kind might be ſhewn which for Brevitys ſake are omitted, 
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Some Reaſons againſt ſuch Execution, 


He Poll or Tax upon Preachers, as ſuch, muſt either be a Tax laid upon the Profits ar! 
cruing by Preaching, or a Fine, Penalty or Puniſhment for Preaching. 


That It was not intended as a Fine,Yenalty or Puniſhment for Preaching,-we offer theſe Reaſons. 
I. That wou'd {aringe that Tolleration and Liberty of Conſcience in the Free |:xerciſe of Religious Worſhip, which the Go- 
vernment has been picaied to grant to all Proteſtant Diſſenters; for how can any be [aid to have Lizerty of Conſciencs in the free 


Exercile of Acligious Worſhip in their Meetings, it they are Fined or Puniſhed for Preaching in their Meetings, which is (0 
great a part of that Religious Exerci(e. 


2,"[he Act rx not expreſs it to be a Fine or Puniſhment, neither is there any mention, or Jntimation in the Aa of any Of- 


i Uppol Ottence committed or done by the Preachers or Teachers in Congregations, for which thi: Tax might be 
upp® ' 
there is no 


Sd AER. SNNGa m6 Llunke ayig oy an undecertys efl-iLl0n oC1 the iti TV he 
poſed, that they iitended this Tax as a Fine or puniſhment. 

3- Thelame Jax being laid in theſame clauſe of the At on many of the beneficed Clergy allo, to ſuppoſe it to be intended 
as a Fine or penithment for Preaching, were very abſurd. 

Since therefore it cannot realenably be ſuppoſed, that this Tax upon Preachers, was intended as a Puniſhment ſor preaching, 
it remains, that the Intendment of it mult be as a Tax upon the profits ariſing or accruing by Preaching.And in as much as nune 
of the people called Quakers, that Speak in our Meetings, do receive any profit for Preaching, we conceive that no ſuch Prea- 
chers or Feachers< re within the intendment of this Act : For we take for granted, the Parliament would ot lay a tax with 
reſpett to Profits, where no Profits are. And fince this Tax muſt lye either upon Preaching, or the profits received for Prea- 
ching, for the reaſons before Aligned, We conceive, that where no profits are received for preachiug, it cannot lye upon ſuch 
Pceachers by the Inte:dment of the At. 

1. Vo manife't this further, We otter theſe Reafons trom the A& it ſelf, in the Enumeration of Offices, Imployments and 
Funftio..s (in the fame Paragraph of the Att in which the Preachers or Teachers are mentione.1, here is none but what is krown 
to receive .ome ncome or profit by ſuch Othice, imployment, or Funtion, whereby ia equality of reaſon, we Infer, that no Prea- 
cher 07 Teacher {hould be 1 axed as ſuch, but who receives ſome Income or profit - proportionable for Preaching.) 

2. The excmpting tholeClergy-men from the Poll, who receive leſs then 69 1, 4 year for Pr- aching, Vields us a juit Argument from 
the greater to the lcls, that if they who receive profit for Preaching are exempted from the Poll, becauie they don't receive 
to much for Preaching es the Parlzam: nt thuught fit tolay this Tax upon ; much more (thould they be exem pted, who receive 
nothing for Preaching at all, 

2. In like manner, trom exemption of the French Protzftants, we infer, that if they who are known to receive Contribution 
from their Congreg atioiis for Preaching arc exempted from paiing, much more ought our Preachers who receive no Contribu= 
tion, and have no protit by or for Preaching. 

4. It being or principle (ever hince we were a People) that the Goſpel ought to be freely Preach-d, and that all ſuch Miniſters 
or Preachers as are received and approved ofamong us, as Chrifts Minifters, have a conſcientious regard to « hiits Comunnd, 
and his Minitters i xample;3to Preach the Golpel treely as they have received it freely, and to keep it without charge, and them- 
ſelves from being burthenſome, Mat. 10. 1 Cyr. 9.18. 2 Cor; 11. 9.1 Theſe 2, 9g. 2 Theſ, 3. $.1 Pet. 5. 2. 

5. * And being the ſaid Agel excepts not only ſuch perſons as receive Alms of the Parith, but all poor Houſe-keepers, 
« who by reaſon of their poverty only are exempted from paying to the Church and Poor, &c. 

How incon{tftent therewith is it, that thoſc- of our Friends who are poor labouring men, or receives Alms of us ( and don't 
Burthea the Pariſh ) ſhould be Afſei:ed equal to a Clergy-man of 60 1. only becauſe ſuch poor Friends of ours may have ſome- 
tincza word of Exhortation to the people, or humble Supplication to God ina Meeting. 

6. Anditſeems as irratioralang incoherent with the realon of the ſaid AF to Alieſs Women 20 s. per Quarter for Speaking or 
Praying 3 ſeeing that ſumcharged on Preachers ſeems to be laid upon ſuch Preachers or Teachers, as not having taken Orlers ac- 
coriins to the Diſcivliae of the Church of Enzland. The Act cannot be ſuppoſed to intend {much le's to lay} every Woman Prea- 
cher not having taken Orvers according to the Diſcipline of the Church of Engl2r4, ſhall be charged and pay 20 s. Quarterly, 
for that would imply that there arc ſome Women Preachers who have received ( or may receive) Orders according to the 
Diſcipline of the Church of Fnilaud, which we preſume will not be granted. Whence it follows, that Women nct being ca- 
pable of taking + 'rders to Preach , according to the Diſcipline of the Church of Erglind, [ herefore Women are not to be char- 
eed 205. Quarterly for not having taken Orders as aforeſaid. Fho they may be Divinely inlpired and Gifte:1,hoth to Pray, 
Propheftc and Teach goud rhings. according to Holy Scripture Tettimony, Joel 2. 28, 29. Aﬀs82. 16,17, 13%. 1 Cor. 11,13» 
TiiUus 2. Jo ; - 

7. Theſe Reaſonsare humbly Oficrecd to your Confilerations, not with any dettgn to withdraw our Shoullers (if we might) 
from bearing our part of the Common charge for {upport of the Government, Under which we thankfully acknowledge the Li - 
berty and peace we Enjoy, (for which reaſon) where any that [peas in our Meetings are Iyable on the account of their Ettates,or 
Trades to be Taxed as Gentlemen or Tradesmen, we Gono: defire they (hould be exculed, as ſuch, but to prevent ſuch Havock 
vr Spoil for the Future, on ſuch as Preachers,who knowing they receive no profits tor Preaching, cannot Attually pav it, but mutt 
ſufer the Diftreſs (tho as it kas been laid,it hath beea to the ſtripping of many a poor Family, who have nothing but what they 
earn bv the labour of their Hands ) orlye in Goal for want of a ſufficient diſtreſs to be taken 3 all which we hope you (who are 
the Law Makers and CorreQors) will take into your juſt and ſerious Confiderations, to prevent ſo great and unjult Suflering and 
Gricvance; for rig to cOMGs ; 


I Which we Humbly Requeſt, 
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